
Chapter 4 –Voting and Elections 



Voting in Texas 

Voting in Texas
• Voters are required to register before the election as a way to 

ensure that the individual is eligible to vote in the election. 

• You can register in person or by mail.

• The Motor Voter Law is a statue that mandates the state 
governments provide voter registration opportunities to 
individuals applying for or renewing their driver’s license. 

• You can look up your eligibility to vote at www.votetexas.gov

http://www.votetexas.gov/


Voting in Texas 

Types of Election 
Primary Election: an election in which each party selects its 
nominees for office

Open Primary: an election in which any registered voter can vote 
for a party’s candidates

Closed Primary: an election in which only voters registered with a 
party may vote for the party’s candidates 

Blanket/Jungle Primary: an election where all the candidates are 
running against each other, regardless of party affiliation. The top 
two vote getters run against each other in the General Election.



Voting in Texas 

Texas Primaries
• Texas technically has closed primaries because participants 

declare a party affiliation before voting, but this declaration is 
nonbinding for future elections.

• Practically, Texas has open primaries.

• Open primaries encourage crossover voting, in which a voter 
might vote for candidates from the other party who are 
weaker or more ideologically extreme so that their own 
party’s candidates have a better chance of winning. 



Voting in Texas 

Types of Elections
Runoff Election: an election where, if no candidate receives a 
majority of the votes, the two top vote-getters run again 

Special Election: an election contest held as needed to fill 
vacancies created by death, resignation, or removal from 
office. They may also be used to vote on ratifying amendments

General Election: elections where the officeholders are 
actually elected.  In Texas the statewide elections coincide 
with the nations mid-term elections. This was done so the 
national elections would not interfere with Texas’ elections.



Voting in Texas  

Types of Voting 
Early Voting: voters are able to cast a ballot in Texas two 
weeks before Election Day 

Straight Ticket Voting: checking one box to vote for every 
candidate a specific party has on the ballot

Split Ticket Voting: choosing candidates from different 
parties for different offices 



Voting in Texas  



Voting in Texas 

Polling Locations
Neighborhood Precincts: Each county designates neighborhood 
polling locations, which must be located within twenty-five 
miles from the home of each voter in the precinct on Election 
Day. 

Vote Centers: In 2005, the Texas legislature approved county-
level decisions to move from traditional, neighborhood precinct 
polls to “vote centers.” All voters in counties that allow it can 
vote in these centers in the general election, regardless of their 
address, so they can choose the most convenient location. 



Suffrage Struggles and 
Their Consequences 

Voting Barriers
• Beginning in the 1890s, southern states began to adopt 

literacy tests –an impromptu examination of an individual’s 
ability to speak and pronounce specific legal passages or a 
short quiz pertaining to facts of state or US government. 

• Poll taxes were also used to restrict access to the ballot.

• A poll tax was an unconstitutional tax that required those 
desiring to register to vote to pay a fee.



Suffrage Struggles and 
Their Consequences 



Suffrage Struggles and 
Their Consequences 

Fifteenth Amendment
• The fifteenth amendment, passed in 1870, prohibited the 

denial of voting rights on the basis of race. 

• After the Civil War and the end of the Union’s military rule in 
the South, Anglos were able to keep African Americans 
economically subservient and reinforce discriminatory voting 
practices through intimidation. 

• The Republican Party in Texas, champion of African American 
voting rights, found itself relatively powerless to help. 



Suffrage Struggles and 
Their Consequences 

Voting Rights Act
• In 1965, Congress passed a landmark piece of federal 

legislation that outlawed racial discrimination in voting.

• The act prohibited discrimination against racial minorities.

• The language “minorities” was left undefined, however.

• In 1975, the Voting Rights Act was amended to mandate the 
translation of voting materials. 



Suffrage Struggles and 
Their Consequences 

Turnout Rates



Suffrage Struggles and 
Their Consequences 

Voting Behavior
• Texans and most other Americans, are more likely to vote in 

presidential than midterm elections.

• Anglos are the most likely to vote, followed closely by African 
Americans. In some elections, the percentage turnout of 
African Americans is equal to or higher than Anglos.

• Hispanics trend far behind both Anglos and African Americans 
in turnout, and turnout has been declining since the 1980s. 

• Hispanic turnout is low because of low assimilation into 
politics of Texas, eligibility concerns, and a larger population 
of individuals under eighteen. 



Suffrage Struggles and 
Their Consequences 

Voting Behavior
• Anglos are more likely to vote for Republicans, and 

Republicans have dominated state politics for more than 20 
years, so Republicans have an incentive to promote the 
turnout of Anglo voters.

• African Americans are historically the most loyal group to the 
Democratic Party. These numbers spike when a presidential 
candidate is embraced by African Americans, like Barack 
Obama in 2008. 



Voter Turnout in Texas  

Why Texans Don’t Vote 
The Rational Voter: Many scholars believe that voters 
weigh the costs and benefits of voting. Voting doesn’t 
cost money, but it does take time to get informed about 
the candidates, find the polling station, wait in line, and 
fill out the ballot. 

– Approximately 28% of Americans say that they don’t 
vote because they are “too busy.”



Voter Turnout in Texas  

Why Texans Don’t Vote 
Political Efficacy: The belief that your participation can 
influence the political system  

• Some don’t vote because they don’t see a benefit. 
They lack political efficacy. 

• Although a single vote does not usually make a major 
difference, several recent elections have been decided 
by small margins (example: Texas House District 144, 
decided by 152 votes).



Voter Turnout in Texas  

The Voting Decision
Political Socialization: the process in which individuals 
acquire political values and behaviors that have a strong 
influence on future voting behavior 

• Family, friends, media, religion, region, and other sources 
of political socialization impact not only whether 
someone will vote but also how they vote. 

• Family is often pointed to as the primary influence in the 
development of a young person’s political orientations. 



Voter Turnout in Texas  

Voter Turnout by State, 2016



Voter Turnout in Texas  

Voter ID
• In recent years, Texans waged a war in the legislature and the 

courts over whether to institute a voter ID requirement that 
might suppress voter turnout while reducing voter fraud.

• Voter fraud has a long tradition in Texas. Lyndon Johnson is 
believed to have stolen the 1948 Democratic primary runoff 
for US Senate when “Box 13” was “discovered” in an 
uncounted precinct. Also there is some question about the 
1960 presidential election.

• In Texas today, many Republicans politicians have expressed 
concerns about voter fraud. 



How to Campaign, Texas Style   

Building Campaign Infrastructure
• Today, a candidate needs to run a good campaign to 

connect with voters in addition to securing strong backing 
from political elites to win.

Public Opinion Polling: a battery of survey questions asked 
of a representative sample of individuals

Name Identification: familiarity with a candidate’s name
Incumbents: candidates who are also the current 
officeholder



How to Campaign, Texas Style   

Campaigning 
• Campaign staff are the engine that runs the machine of a 

campaign: political consultants who crafts strategy, a 
campaign manager who executes the strategy, and a 
fundraising director who raises funds from individuals and 
political action committees (PACs), a field (voter) director 
who coordinates the voter contact program, and 
volunteers who walk door to door to talk to voters. 

• The main goal of the campaign is to get the candidate’s 
message out to voters. 



How to Campaign, Texas Style   

Negative Campaigning
Negative Campaigning: a campaign that highlights the 
flaws of their opponent over the virtues of their own 
candidates 

• Voters claim to dislike negative advertising, but it often 
works.

• Political scientists have shown that overall negative 
advertising does not necessarily win votes, but rather 
demobilizes to electorate by decreasing political efficacy 
and reducing support for the candidate who is the target of 
the negativity. 



How to Campaign, Texas Style   

PACs and Super PACs
Political Action Committees (PACs): an organization that 
collects donations from donors and uses these funds to 
donate to candidates, parties, or other political causes

Super PACs: independent expenditure committees that are 
legally permitted to raise and send unlimited funds from 
individuals, corporations, unions, or other groups to 
advocate on behalf of their causes but are not permitted to 
give to candidates directly



Who Wins and Why   

Money and Elections
• Candidates need money to hire campaign staff, activate 

their base, and more importantly, advertise.
• Winning candidates raise more funds. In 2014, winners 

outraised losers by 2.7 to 1.  
• However, money is not always the most significant factor in 

winning elections. In many races, Texas judicial elections in 
particular, where there are strict limits on funds raised, 
party trumps fundraising as the key determinant of 
electoral success. 



Who Wins and Why   

Money and Elections
• Three big industry groups dominate the funds contributed 

in Texas: oil and gas, lawyers, and real estate professionals.
• Oil and gas related industry donors are by far the most 

generous, providing almost $23 million in 2014.
• Candidates themselves donated $11 million to their 

colleagues, shoring up support from within the party. 



Who Wins and Why
Contributions by Industry   



Who Wins and Why   

Will Texas Turn Blue?
• The prospect of increasing voter turnout among low-turnout 

groups, as well as the growth of the Hispanic population, have 
promoted many to wonder whether Texas could turn from a 
solid Republican “red” to a Democratic “blue.”

• If trends continue, Hispanic and Anglos will each account for 
41 percent of the state’s population within the next decade. 

• Some speculate that Hispanics, who lean Democratic, could 
tilt the state “blue.” Although in the last gubernatorial election 
the Republican won 45% of the Hispanic vote.


